[Transrectal ultrasound-guided biopsy of the prostate].
The early detection of prostatic neoplasm is nowadays a primary need in the urological field. The availability of transrectal ultrasound equipment alongside with bioptic tools made possible that transrectal ultrasound-guided biopsy of the prostate became the standard procedure to achieve this goal. With this work we would like to confirm the efficacy of this method which is also associated with a good tolerance and low complications rate. 82 patients that came to our Department between 1997 and 1999 were submitted to this procedure, 25 resulted positive for prostatic adenocarcinoma. Only 2 of them did not tolerate the procedure while all the others referred only mild discomfort at the moment of the puncture; 9 patients afterwards had to be admitted to the hospital due to fever (1 patient), acute retention of urine (3 patients) and persistent macroscopic hematuria (5 patients). Transrectal ultrasound-guided biopsy of the prostate reveals to be a safe and accurate method to obtain tissue samples of the prostate along with high tolerance and low incidence of serious complications.